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BEA Monthly 

Spotlight

Carina Putnam, Jennifer Gravelle, Deborah Patterson, Hannah 
Aliberti, and Irene Dakota of Laurel Literacy Academy are being 

recognized by their colleague for, “Doing some great work for our 
students.  These lovely ladies have joined Laurel this year and have 

been rocking it!!” Keep it up ladies!



BEA Monthly Spotlight

The spotlight is shining on Carli Michael of Wintonbury Early Childhood Magnet 
School.  Her colleague shares that, “Carli is an exceptional special education 

teacher whose dedication to her students is evident in everything she does.  She 
consistently goes above and beyond to support classroom teachers and ensure 

each child receives the support they need to thrive.  Carli is also a trusted 
colleague, always willing to lend a helping hand. Her strong moral compass and 

unwavering integrity make her someone others naturally turn to for guidance 
and support.” Congratulations on the recognition Carli!



BEA Monthly 

Spotlight

Nominate a co-worker here to share 
with us all of the phenomenal work 

they are doing!

https://forms.gle/B7yNJZ1LntLAKeQ89


Stay in 

the 

know!

Yearly Rep Council Meeting Schedule:

🍂 11/6 BHS Ag Center
🍂 12/4 Laurel
🍂 1/8 Wintonbury
🍂 2/5 Metacomet Library
🍂 3/5 Arace Library
🍂 4/2 Laurel
🍂 5/14 BHS Ag Center

All meetings are 4:00-5:15pm and all members are 
encouraged to attend!

Signed MOA’s for 2025-2026

Please click here to see the Memorandums of Agreement 
that have been signed thus far this year. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-WrIQpgto5VgNTNVFPFedMEpKWQGTH5W/view?usp=sharing


Stay in 

the 

know!

Just a few reminders:

🍂 If you are asked by admin to give a statement about 
an incident that you could possibly receive discipline 
for, tell them that you will get a statement to them as 
soon as you talk to your union representative.  Then 
contact your building rep immediately!

🍂 If you are a Special Education teacher, please email 
me at bloomfieldeducationassociation@gmail.com if 
you are over 16 on your caseload or over 12 if you are 
self-contained.

mailto:bloomfieldeducationassociation@gmail.com


Stay in 

the 

know!

Just a few reminders:

🍂 If you are interested in working to develop plans to 
attract and retain racially and ethnically diverse 
educators, please reach out to Elka Spencer at 
espencer@blmfld.org to join our Bloomfield Racially 
and Ethnically Diverse Affairs Commission.

🍂 Attention educators that are concerned about the 
future of education! We are looking for volunteers to 
join our Political Action Committee.  Reach out to 
Maggie Coates at mcoates@blmfld.org for more 
information.

mailto:espencer@blmfld.org
mailto:mcoates@blmfld.org


Stay in 

the 

know!

Getting a degree upgrade?  Make sure to follow the 
steps below from page 7 of our contract!



Stay in 

the 

know!

Know our sick time language! Reach out to your 
Building Rep with questions.



Stay in 

the 

know!

Know our personal time language! Reach out to your 
Building Rep with questions.



Stay in 

the 

know!

If you received a letter from the Office of the State 
Comptroller stating that you are out of compliance for 
HEP, simply contact the Quantum Health Care 
Coordinators at 833-740-3258 or visit the website 
carecompass.ct.gov for instructions on what to do to 
become compliant.  



Stay in 

the 

know!

Click on the article to read more! 

https://www.nea.org/about-nea/media-center/press-releases/nea-trump-and-congress-need-do-their-jobs-passing-bipartisan-funding-agreement


Bloomfield 

BOE 

Updates

🍂 Link to September 9, 2025 Meeting
🍂 Link to BOE Agendas
🍂 Link to BOE Policies

https://reflect-batv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/2296?site=2
https://meetings.boardbook.org/Public/Organization/2463
https://www.bloomfieldschools.org/page/board-policies


Upcoming Events!

There is still time to purchase a ticket 
for $60 to this year’s CEA Celebrates 
Gala which will celebrate one of our 
very own, Paul Guzzo!
Fill out the form for discounted 
tickets here.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdz3-WvBVbyNDlUBq1Ws00Qui1JBBuGhZGAdKIC8vUvVAYwPg/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdz3-WvBVbyNDlUBq1Ws00Qui1JBBuGhZGAdKIC8vUvVAYwPg/viewform?usp=header


Upcoming Events!

Click on the images to 

register!

https://cea.org/event/nea-immigrant-rights-3/
https://cea.org/event/retirement-workshop-virtual/


Upcoming Events!

Click on the 
images to 
register!

https://cea.org/event/retirement-workshop-virtual-2/
https://cea.org/event/cea-pride-meeting/2025-11-13/


Upcoming Events!

Click on 

the im
age 

to re
gister!

https://cea.org/event/power-in-play-conference/


Upcoming Events!

Click on 

the im
age 

to re
gister!

https://cea.org/event/hartford-county-forum/


Upcoming Events!



Member 

Champio

n Deals

Click on the image to 
learn more!

https://cea.org/teacher-discounts/adventure-park-storrs/


BEA Officers for 2025-2026
President:  Gail Jorden

Vice President: Marissa Mancini
Treasurer: Lynn DeBlasio
Secretary: Lynne Dumas

Membership Chair:  Melinda Mellady
Grievance: Katrina Kucinskas

BEA Building Reps for 2024-25
Wintonbury (Pre-K)

Amy Lomnicky 2024-2026
Jennifer Pearl 2025-2027

 Laurel (Grades Pre-K – 2)
Rose Rose 2024-2026

Melanie Gabel 2025-2027

 
ç

Metacomet (Grades 3 – 4)
James Verano 2025-2027
Elka Spencer 2025-2027

 Carmen Arace (Grades 5 – 8)
Jacqueline Springer 2024-2026

Dorothea Jones 2025-2027
 

GEMS (Grades 7 – 12)
Amelia Dodd 2024-2026

Thomas Rubino 2025-2026

Bloomfield High School (Grades 9 – 12) 
Shanon Trombino 2025-2027

Jennifer Neal 2023-2025
Colleen McCaughey 2023-2025

Mary Jarvis 2023-2025
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Chairs, Committees and Vital Roles for 2025-2026

Grievance Chair: Katrina Kucinskas
Grievance Committee:
Marissa Mancini
Melinda Mellady
Rose Rose
Lynne Dumas
Pamela Parker

Racially and Ethnically Diverse Affairs 
Commission: 
Elka Spencer

Political Action Chair: Magnolia Coates

Website Design: Lamar Turner

Membership Champion: Jennifer Coleman



August CEA Summer Leadership Reviews

The 2025 Summer Conference was my 
first CEA-led conference as a new 

teacher.  From the moment I registered 
to the moment I left the conference, I 

was so impressed by how well 
organized the event was.  It was such a 
fun experience getting to meet so many 

fellow educators.  The sessions that I 
attended were all super engaging and 
applicable to me own practice.  As a 
first-time attendee, I felt welcomed 

from the moment I arrived and learned 
so much from both the presenters and 

my fellow educators.  I am looking 
forward to attending again next year!

-Abigail Buckley (LLA)



August CEA Summer Leadership Reviews

The Summer Conference is when I take 
the time to rejuvenate before a new 

school year!
-Jennifer Neal (BHS)

I just attended the 2025 Summer Conference where I 
was able to kick off my professional learning 
development for the year.  The community, 

connection and the opportunity for relevant training 
keep me coming back.  This year I attended the 

workshop “Surviving Teaching in the Age of Social 
Media: An Educator’s Guide” taught by Uniserv Rep 
Suzanne Haviland and Legal Council Melanie Kolek.  
Although the workshop was scheduled for 2 hours, 

most of our class of around 40 students stayed after 
asking questions sharing experiences and learning 

from past case studies handled by our Member 
Legal Services Experts. I feel grateful to have had 
the opportunity to learn from real life cases and to 

have the support of our CEA Professionals to guide 
my knowledge and understanding of the impacts of 
Social Media on our profession as a teacher.  I can’t 

wait for next year to attend a new workshop that 
continues to build on what we learned at this 

workshop. -Janine Turgeon (GEMS)

My time at the CEA Summer 
Conference was so inspiring.  It was 
incredibly valuable to hear ideas and 

perspectives from teachers in different 
districts to bring back home to 

Bloomfield.  I was glad to be reminded 
that there are thousands of teachers 

across the state with common goal of 
advocating for better pay, working 

conditions, and beyond.
- Madeline Holliday (LLA)



August CEA Summer Leadership Reviews

CEA Summer Leadership is a great 

chance to learn more about what the 

Union does for you.  If you’re a 

Building Rep, it’s helpful to learn more 

about your role, and if you’re not a 

Building Rep, it’s great to learn about 

other ways you can get involved.  Also, 

it’s always fun to hang out with your 

colleagues at the events afterwards!

-Amelia Dodd (GEMS)

CEA Summer Leadership is a great way 

to make the most of your union 

membership. You get to hang out at a 

cool resort, get some good food, and 

learn more about how to be an 

empowered member of your educator 

community!-Tom Rubino (GEMS)



Fall BEA Social



Fall BEA Social
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